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Audi, BMW, Cadillac Win EyesOn Design Honors at North 
American International Auto Show 

 
The Audi R8 V10 and BMW Z4 took home “Design Excellence Awards” in the production 
category from the fourth annual EyesOn Design Awards at the North American 
International Auto Show, while the Audi Sportback Concept and the Cadillac ConverJ 
Concept won the top design honors in the concept category. The awards are judged by 
top design executives from automotive manufacturers and by academics from 
transportation design programs. To be eligible for the awards, the vehicles must debut 
during NAIAS. These judges are led by Founding Chairman of the EyesOn Design 
Awards Tom Gale (retired Vice President of Design at Chrysler), as well as the three 
Head Judges he selected for this year: 
 

• Chris Bangle — Director of Group Design, BMW Group 
• William “Willie” G. Davison — Senior Vice President and Chief Styling Officer, 

Harley-Davidson 
• Larry Erickson — Paul and Helen Farago Chair of Transportation Design, 

College for Creative Studies 
 
These are Audi’s first wins at the EyesOn Design Awards with the designs of the Audi 
R8 V10 and the Audi Sportback Concept winning an award in each category. Christian 
Bokich, Manager of Midwestern Communications, accepted the award on behalf of the 
Audi design department.  
 
Chris Chapman, Design Manager at BMW, accepted a “Design Excellence Award” for 
the BMW Z4. The Z4 redesign resulted from an intra-company competition in which 
Nadya Arnaout and Julianne Blasi won. The judges honored this women-led team, which 
is irregular in the automotive design profession. Arnaout was on hand as well to accept 
her EyesOn Design Award on behalf of the BMW Group. 
 
Cadillac, after winning previous awards with the CTS, CTS-V, and the CTS Coupe, won 
a “Design Excellence Award” in the concept category for the Cadillac ConverJ Concept. 
Accepting the award was Simon Cox, the director of Advanced Design for General 
Motors, who did so on behalf of GM Design.  
  
The awards were sponsored by SAE 2009 World Congress and Dassault Systemes. The 
show is put on by the Detroit Institute of Ophthalmology (DIO) as part of the EyesOn 
Design series of events. The DIO is a not-for-profit that aids the visually impaired and 
facilitates research related to the eye. Each year, they host the EyesOn Design 
automotive exhibition at the Edsel and Eleanor Ford House in Grosse Pointe, Michigan 
that also focuses on design. The show is recognized by its peers as one of the best 
classic car shows in the country. The DIO enjoys a close relationship with automotive 
designers through the EyesOn Design events and by understanding the correlation 
between design and the eye.  
 
For more information, please contact John Teodecki at (313) 520-1006.  


